Key 16 Study Sheet
1. Government – the institutions and rules that are designed to bring order to a particular geographic area and its people
2. Constitutional Republic - a government where politicians are elected as representatives of the people and must govern according to a constitution that limits the government's power over citizens.  This is the form of government used by the U.S.
3. Civil Rights – the right of each person to equal treatment under the law and equal access to all public facilities.    

4. Federal Government- the central government of the US which is based in Washington DC.
The central government can collect taxes, regulate interstate commerce, coin money, declare war, maintain an army.  Federal laws take priority over state laws 
5. State Government- the government of the state in the United States.  It has the right to do anything not given to the Federal Government.  It can also collect taxes.  

6. Federalism- the form of government that divides power between federal and state governments

7. Economy - a government’s system of producing, distributing, and consuming stuff.
8. Capitalism - an economic system run by self-interest and regulated by competition where individuals own private property.  This is the economic system used by the U.S.
9. Globalization – the increasing mix of economies and societies around the world
10. US Constitution – the set of rules the US Government must follow

11. Executive Branch – the branch of the US government that is responsible for carrying out the laws.  At the federal level it is headed by the President, at the state level it is headed by the governor.  
12. Legislative Branch – the branch of the US government that is responsible for making the laws.  At the federal level it is called Congress and is divided into an upper house called the Senate and a lower house called the House of Representatives.  
13. Judicial Branch – the branch of the US government that is responsible for interpreting the constitution.  At the federal level it is headed by the Supreme Court.  
14. Separation of Powers – dividing the powers of government among three branches so that no person or group can take over the government.  
15. Checks and Balances – giving each branch some power over the other two branches so that powers stay separated.  Examples are the Executives veto power, the Legislatives power to impeach and the Judicial’s right to Judicial review.  
16. Cabinet – advisors chosen by the President.  Key cabinet positions include Secretary of State and Secretary of Defense.
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